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ABSTRACT 



A cell switch module having a unit cell switching function 
and placeable in either an active state or a standby state. The 
module comprises a plurality of input ports for inputting 
cells thereto, a plurality of output ports for outputting cells 
therefrom, and a cell switching controller to execute such 
control that, in response to an active/standby switching 
instruction, a decision is made as to whether the input cell 
is a specific first cell or not, and if the input cell is detected 
to be the first cell in the active state, any subsequent cell 
inputted thereafter is not switched, but if the input cell is 
detected to be the first cell in the standby state, any subse- 
quent cell inputted thereafter is switched. 

5 Claims, 17 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG. 1 
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FIG. 2 
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FIG. 5 
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FIG. 10 
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FIG. 12 
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FIG. 14 
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FIG. 15 
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FIG. 16 
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CELL SWITCH MODULE WITH UNIT CELL 
SWITCHING FUNCTION 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION S 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a cell switch module, a 
transmitter and an active/standby switching method in such 
a transmitter, and more particularly to switching executed at 10 
the time of up-grading a network. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

In the known public transmission network, audio signals 
and data information are transmitted to be processed via an 
infrastructure of SONET (Synchronous Optical Network) in 15 
a format of STM (Synchronous Transfer Mode). Such ser- 
vice signals according to the STM format are accessed, in 
each transmitter, at an STS-1 (Synchronous Transport Sig- 
nal: 51.84 MHz) level conforming with the SONET frame 
format or a VT (Virtual Tributary: 1.726 MHz) level. Exter- ™ 
nal interfaces employed therefor conform with OC-48 
(optical signal: 2.4 GHz), OC-12 (optical signal: 600 MHz), 
OC-3 (optical signal: 150 MHz), DS3 (electric signal: 
44.736 MHz), DS1 (electric signal: 1.544 MHz) and so 
forth. Further, recently, there is practically used of a data 25 
information service which is based on the ATM 
(Asynchronous Transfer Mode) signal format to realize 
effective utilization of transmission lines and the band of 
transmission equipment. 

In laying an optical fiber network for use in SONET or the 30 
like, the construction thereof by the network service con- 
tractor concerned is carried out on the basis of a long-term 
plan since the construction costs much and the required term 
for construction of such fiber network is long. On the other 
hand, it is expected that demands for digital data services 
using optical fiber networks as transmission lines will 
increase rapidly after initial diffusion, as represented cur- 
rently by the Internet. In order to comply with the circum- 
stances thus changing so fast, it is considered necessary to 
develop an improved transmitter which has a high-speed 40 
optical line terminator with a great transmission capacity per 
optical fiber and a fast digital line terminator adapted for 
transmitting, via the same transmission channel, both the 
conventional telephone service where the demand of trans- 
mission information is predictable with relative facility and 45 
the aforementioned digital data service, and is capable of 
freely changing, in accordance with needs of such services, 
the ratio of using such services (e.g., by increase ing the band 
of ATM cells while correspondingly decreasing the band of 
data signals other than ATM cells, such as DS1 TDM or DS3 
TDM). 

Since some modification or extension of such service 
structure is carried out after practical running, it is necessary 
to up-grade the same in a manner to render the harmful 55 
influence least on the service network being currently used. 
For example, loss of ATM cells needs to be minimized at the 
time of any modification or extension. However, none of the 
known transmitters adapted for handling both STM and 
ATM signals is equipped with an ATM cell switching . 6Q 
function and another function of freely changing the band of 
ATM cells and that of other signal, although both STM and 
ATM signals can be transferred via the same optical fiber. 



35 



50 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide 
a cell switch module which is capable of switching ATM 



65 



cells with any other data signal and still is capable of freely 
changing the band of ATM cells. 

Another object of the present invention resides in provid- 
ing a cell switch module capable of minimizing loss of cells 
in a cross-connected state of ATM lines to be updated or 
extended, or in up-grading control software employed 
therein. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
transmitter wherein none of ATM cells is sent in duplication 
when active/standby switching is executed for up-grading. 

And a still further object of the present invention is to 
provide a network adapted to perform, through manipulation 
under remote control, active/standby switching for 
up-grading. 

In accordance with an aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a cell switch module equipped with a unit 
cell switching function. The module comprises a plurality of 
input ports for inputting cells thereto respectively; a plurality 
of output ports for outputting cells therefrom respectively; 
and cell switching control means placeable in either an 
active state or a standby state, wherein a decision is made as 
to whether each cell inputted to the relevant input port is a 
specific first cell or not, and a control action is so executed 
that, if the result of the decision signifies that the cell is said 
first one in the active state, any subsequent cell inputted 
thereafter to the input port is not switched, and if the above 
result signifies that the cell is said first one in the standby 
state, any subsequent cell inputted thereafter is switched. 
Preferably, the cell switch module further comprises a queue 
empty detection means for detecting whether the all cells 
switched by the active cell switch module in response to an 
active/standby switching instruction have been completely 
outputted from the output ports. 

In the structure mentioned, the cell switching operation is 
brought to a stop in the active cell switch module in response 
to a detection of the first cell as a trigger by the cell input 
control means, and the cell switching operation is performed 
in the standby cell switch module. Any subsequent cell 
inputted after the first cell to the relevant same line is 
switched in the standby module but not in the active module. 
Thus, due to such a double structure where both active and 
standby cell switch modules are prepared, the cell switching 
operation is not performed in duplication with regard to any 
of subsequent cells inputted after the first cell to the relevant 
same line. 

In accordance with another aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a transmitter which comprises a 
first cell switch module as the above active one and a second 
cell switch module as the above standby one; a plurality of 
selectors for selecting, in response to a select signal, signals 
obtained from two output ports corresponding respectively 
to the first and second cell switch modules; and a switching 
control means for generating the select signal to instruct 
switching from the acting module to the standby one on the 
basis of the result of the detection obtained from the queue 
empty detection means. When the active queue empty 
detection means has detected that the all cells are outputted 
from the all output ports of the active cell switch module, the 
switching control means generates a select signal to instruct 
switching from the active module to the standby one, 
whereby the active cell switch module is switched to the 
standby cell switch module after none of the switched cells 
is left in the active module, hence minimizing the loss of the 
switched cells stored in the active cell switch module. 

In accordance with a further aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a network comprising a plurality 
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of the aforementioned transmitters connected mutually via a block diagram of the invention, and FIG. 2 is an explanatory 

synchronous network; and a file server connected to at least diagram of the operation performed in FIG. 1. In the 

one transmitter via a communication line. In the network of transmitter of the present invention, as shown in FIG. 1, a 

the present invention, routing information required with double module structure is employed with regard to an 

up-grading is sent from the file server to the transmitter via s active cell switch module 2#0 and a standby cell switch 

a communication line. The transmitter receives the routing module 2U1 - cel1 swi . tch modules 2#0 and 2#1 

information and then stores the same in a data base file or the comprise, respectively, a plurality of input ports 3#0 and 3#1 

like. Meanwhile, the routing information once transferred to connected to physical lines; cell cross-connect means 4#0 

the transmitter connected to the file server is sent to the and *#1 for switching ATM cells in accordance with VPI/ 

overhead of a synchronous frame prescribed in the synchro- 10 VCI of each *™ buffer memories 6#0 and 6#1 for 

nous network from the transmitter, and then is further sent storm g cel]s therem i ceU switching control means 8#0 and 

to any transmitter which is not connected to the file server. 8#1 for controlling the input of cells to the cell cross-connect 

Consequently, the routing information can be down-loaded mcans 4*° and ^ rcadin S coatrol means 10#0 and 

to each transmitter from the file server in a remote site far 10#1 for controlling the reading of cells from the buffer 

from any transmitter, and there exists no necessity of con- is memories 6#0 and 6#1; and queue empty detection means 

necting the all file servers to the transmitters, hence curtail- 12#0 ™* 12#1 for detecting whether the all cells have been 

ing the communication cost. Preferably, switching time read out from the buffer memories 6#0 and 6#1. 

information is transferred from the file server to each As shown in FIG. 2, cells are inputted successively from 

transmitter, so that each transmitter can perform an active/ physical lines to the active cell switch module 2#0 and the 

standby switching operation in accordance with the switch- 20 standby cell switch module 2#1. Suppose now that an 

ing time information, whereby every active/standby switch- active/standby switching instruction is received at time tO. 

ing operation can be performed synchronously in the entire Th en the cell switching control means 8#0 and 8#1 check 

network whether a specific first cell (e.g., OAM cell) has been 

The above and other objects, features and advantages of detected or not ,f " reception of the switching instruction, 

the present invention and the manner of realizing them will as And * f such check signifies a detection of the 

become more apparent, and the invention itself will best be flrst cel1 ' m P ut of ™*J* TOn £ * U 0 ™ 

understood from a study of the following description and CrossConnect means 4#0 is brought to stop, and then any 

appended claims with reference to the attached drawings subsequent «n is inputted to the standby cell cross-connect 

showing some preferred embodiments of the invention. means 4#1. Assuming here that a specific -cell * detected at 

30 time tlP in the standby cell switch module 2#1 and at time 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS tlW in the active cell switch module 2#0 for example, cells 

inputted after time tip are written in the buffer memory 6#1 

FIG. 1 is a principle block diagram of the present inven- 0 f the standby cell switch module 2#1 and are queued, while 

tion; cells inputted after time tlW are no longer written into the 

FIG. 2 is an explanatory diagram of the operation per- 35 buffer memory 6#0 of the active cell switch module 2#0. 

formed in FIG. 1; Consequently in the active cell switch module 2#0 and the 

FIG. 3 shows the configuration of a network according to standby cell switch module 2#1, cross-connection of cells is 

an embodiment of the present invention; switched in response to detection of the same specific first 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a transmitter in an embodi- c L ell > 50 thal i even ^ ^ ^L in P ul ? m&s ™ ^ rent * 

ment of the present invention; *° mc active ccl1 swltch module ^ and the standb y cel1 switch 

n „ m . , , , ^ 0 . t „ . . module 2#1, it is possible to avoid duplicate queuing of the 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an STS sw,tch module m same cM m ^ ^ and atandby buffw memode!i m and 

' ' 6#1. When the all cells have been read out from the buffer 

FIG. 6 shows paths of the transmitter in FIG. 4; memory 6#0 in the active cell switch module 2#0, the active 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an ASF in FIG. 4; 45 module is switched to the standby one to eventually prevent 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an OAM unit in FIG. 7; a fault that the same cell is outputted from both of the active 

FIG. 9 shows the layout of programs and databases in an cel1 switch modllle 2*° and the standb y cel1 switch module 

embodiment of the present invention; ? #1 > ano ^ er advanta S e * attainable in minimizing the 

loss or the cells. 



FIG. 10 shows a normal state; 



50 Hereinafter a preferred embodiment of the present inven- 
FIG. 11 is a flowchart of the operation performed id ^ ^ be described in detail ^ re f er ence to the accom- 
up-grading the network; panying drawings. FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a network 
FIG. 12 is a sequence chart in up-grading the network; according to the embodiment of the present invention. As 
FIG. 13 shows a standby state for manual switching; shown in this diagram, integrated nodes 20#l-20#4 consti- 
FIG. 14 shows a state of manual switching; 5S mte a rin S network via a main transmission line 21 Com- 
oro i e u ,> n 1 4 . c tU 1 posed of optical fiber (e.g., OC-12 or OC-48). Each of the 
FIG. 15 shows a state after completion of the manual " t t , y , ~ nu + K ~nJ A a^w/ajj 
..... r integrated nodes 20#l-20#4 serves as an ADM (Add Drop 

s * . Multiplexer) which is a transmitter capable of handling both 

FIG. 16 is a sequence chart of settle instruction and STM signal and ATM signal. Each of such transmitters 

fallback; and 60 20#l-20#4 contains interfaces adapted for OC-n (where 

FIG. 17 is a sequence chart of self-fallback. n =3, 12, 48), DS1/DS3 TDM, DS1/DS3 CR (cell relay), 

HPSPRTPTtfiN OF THF PRFFFRRFD DS1/DS3 FR (frame relay), ethernet and so forth. For 

DESCRIPHON OFraEPREFERRED example, a router 24 and so forth are connected to the 

fcMUUUiJVifc,m;> ethernet interface; a TDM MUX 25 is connected to the 

Prior to describing some preferred embodiments of the 65 DS1/DS3 TDM interface; and an ATM MUX 26, a DLC28 

present invention, the principle thereof will be explained and so forth are connected to the DS1/DS3 CR and DS1/DS3 

first with reference to the drawings. FIG. 1 is a principle FR interfaces. 
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Various terminals 30 such as personal computers, ATM 
terminals and telephone terminals are connected to the 
router 24, TDM MUX 25, ATM MUX 26, DLC 28 and so 
forth. A file server 22 down-loads a database, which is 
composed of program files relative to modification or exten- 5 
sion and routing information (such as cross-connect infor- 
mation relative to the VPI/VCI of each ATM cell to be newly 
held), from a remote site to each of the transmitters con- 
nected via WAN or the like. The routing information stored 
in the database is set by a network manager. The file server 1Q 
22 is connected to one specific transmitter (e.g., 20#1) or 
plural transmitters via WAN, LAN, RS232C or the like. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a transmitter represented by 
an embodiment of the present invention. The transmitter 
shown in this diagram is used in the integrated nodes 15 
20#l-20#4 included in FIG. 3. This transmitter comprises 
card slots for inserting a plurality of interface modules 
32#l-32#n, double STS switch modules 34W (active) and 
34P (standby), VT switch modules 36W and 36P, ATM cell 
switch modules (ASF: ATM Switch Fabric) 38W and 38P, 20 
CP1 40W and 40P, ATM cross-connect databases (DB) 42W 
and 42P, a CP2 44, and a CP3 46. Each of the interface 
modules 32#l-32#n is a line terminator which presides over 
the interface corresponding to multi-channel services of 
various kinds, wherein signals prescribed in conformity with 25 
external formats are multiplexed/demultiplexed to signals of 
a common internal format handled in the transmitter (e.g., 
STS-1 signal (50 MHz)) and then are outputted to the STS 
switch module 34W or 34P, and an STS-1 signal inputted 
from the STM switch module 34W or 34P is demultiplexed/ 30 
multiplexed to a signal of each external format." Upon the 
operation of the system, the paired interface cards function 
as active and standby ones, respectively. 

The interface cards 32#l-32#n serve as interfaces adapted 
for OC-n (where n=3, 12, 48), DS1, DS3, LAN and so forth. 35 
In the data link layer of services that handle ATM cells in 
such interfaces, there are included LAN signals relative to 
ethernet packets and so forth, DS1/DS3 UNI (User Network 
Interface) signals, DS1/DS3 signals used in frame relay/cell 
relay services, and OC-3 UNI, OC-N (where N-3, 12, 48) 40 
signals using an optical interface for SONET inclusive of a 
case where cells are mapped to the STS-1 signal. 

For example, 32#1 denotes an OC-12 interface card, and 
32#2 denotes a DS1 interface card containing channels 
1-14. Frames of various formats such as TDM, CR and FR 45 
may be mapped to frames of DS1. For example, frames of 
STM signal are mapped to channels 1 and 2; ATM cells are 
mapped to channels 3 and 4; frames of STM signal in 
channels 1 and 2 are mapped to VT frames, and channels 3 
and 4 are mapped to STS-1 and are outputted to the STS 50 
-switch modules 34W and 34P. Denoted by 32#n is, for 
example, a LAN interface card containing channels 1-4. 
Data packets used in LAN are inputted to the LAN interface 
card 32#n. Each LAN packet is converted from the IP 
address of its packet header to the corresponding VPI/VCI 55 
and then is assembled into ATM cells, which are subse- 
quently mapped to the STS-1 signal and are outputted to the 
STS switch modules 34W and 34P. 

The STS switch modules 34W and 34P are in a double 
structure consisting of active and standby ones. FIG. 5 is a 60 
function block diagram of the STS switch modules in FIG. 
4, As shown in this diagram, the STS switch modules 34W, 
34P have APS SEL 50#l-50#m, a drop cross-connector 54, 
a through cross-connector 56, an STS MUX 58, a PSW 60, 
APS SEL 66#l-66#m, an add cross-connector 68, and a 2:1 65 
SEL 70. The APS SEL 50#l-50#m perform, under control 
of the CP2 44, automatical protection switch to select either 



the active or standby module for processing the STS-1 signal 
obtained from the interface card 32#i (where i-l-n). The 
drop cross-connector 54 outputs the STS-1 signal, which is 
supplied from the interface card 32#i (where i=l-n) and is 
received at each input port, to the corresponding output port 
in accordance with routing information. The STS MUX 58 
remaps the STS-1 signal obtained after pointer processing 
and so forth, and then outputs the remapped STS-1 signal to 
the VT switch modules 36W, 36P and the ASF 38W, 38P. 
The through cross-connector 56 allows the STS-1 signal, 
which is obtained from the interface card 32#i (where i»l-n) 
and is received at each input port, to pass through the 
corresponding output port in accordance with the routing 
information, and then outputs the signal to the PSW (pass 
switch) 60 or the 2:1 SEL 70. The output of the through 
cross-connector 56 is rendered valid when the STS-1 signal 
from the interface card 32#i is allowed to pass through (e.g., 
by relay function) directly without any VT switching or 
ATM cell switching and is outputted to the interface card 
32#j. The PSW 60 executes, under control of the CP2 44, 
pass switch of the output signal of the through cross- 
connector 56. The APS SEL 66#l-66#m select, under 
control of the CP2 44, the active signal from the output 
signals of the VT switch modules 3 6 W, 36P or the ASF 38 W, 
38P. According to the routing information, the add cross- 
connector 68 outputs the VT frame or STS-1 signal received 
at each input port to a desired output port. 

The 2:1 SEL 70 selects, under control of the CP2 44, 
either the signal switched and outputted directly as STS-1 
without being processed or the signal switched by the VT 
switch modules 36W, 36P or the ASF 38W, 38P, and then 
outputs the selected signal to the interface card 32#i. Cross 
connection in the cross-connectors 54, 56, 68 and switch 
control in the PSW 60 and the 2:1 SEL 70 are executed by 
the CP2 44 of network manager per physical line according 
to the routing information set at the start or change in use. 

FIG. 6 shows paths of the transmitter in FIG. 4. As shown 
in this diagram, the ASF 38W, 38P are connected to the CP1 
40W, 40P via a CPU bus, and to the STS switch modules 
34W, 34P via a main signal data path, respectively. The 
processors in the CP1 40W, 40P, the CP2 44 and the CP3 46 
are connected via a serial communication path. The CP2 44 
and the STS switch modules 34W, 34P are connected via a 
switch control path and so forth. The interface card 32#1 
containing a main transmission line 21 and the CP3 46 are 
connected via an overhead communication path. 

FIG. 7 is a function block diagram of the ASF included in 
FIG. 4. As shown in this diagram, the ASF 38W, 38P 
comprise APS SEL 80#l-80#m, a cell demapper 82, tristate 
buffers 84#l-84#m, a cell cross-connector 86, buffers 
88vcc#l-88vcc#ml, a cell mapper 90, a UPC (Usage Param- 
eter Control) 92, a buffer controller 94, a cell discarder 96, 
a rate calculator 98, a multi-caster 100, a counter 102, a 
queue empty detector 104, an OAM (Operation Adminis- 
tration and Maintenance) unit 106, and a signaling unit 108. 
The APS SEL 80#i selects, under control of the CP2 44, the 
active STS-1 signal outputted from the STS switch module 
34W or 34P. The cell demapper 82 extracts the ATM cell 
mapped to the STS-1 signal obtained from the APS SEL 
80#i, and then outputs the ATM cell to the relevant signal 
line provided correspondingly to each APS SEL 80#i. In 
response to a control signal from the OAM cell unit 106, the 
tristate buffers 84#l-84#m perform control of output or 
nou-output of each ATM cell to the cell cross-connector 86. 
When the ATM cell is outputted from each tristate buffer 
84#i to the cell cross-connector 86, such output is executed, 
in the standby ASF 38P, during a period until switching to 
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the active ASF from detection of the OAM cell outputted the cell demapper 82. Each of the OAM cell generators 

from the demapper 82 to the signal line, where the tristate 112#i generates OAM cells. An OAM cell is transmitted for 

buffer 84#i is connected, in response to a manual switch giving an alarm, monitoring and reporting any error, and 

instruction from the CP1 40P, or such output is executed, in further for requesting an answer to the OAM cell. Trans- 

the active ASF 38W, in a normal operation mode and during 5 mission of an OAM cell for requesting an answer is per- 

a period until detection of the OAM cell outputted from the formed to switch, upon reception of the answer OAM cell, 

cell demapper 82 to the signal line, where the tristate buffer queuing of ATM cell from the active ASF 38W to the 

84#i is connected, in response to a manual switch instruction standby ASF 38P with regard to the relevant physical line to 

from the CP1 40P. which the answer OAM cell is inputted. In addition, in case 

A delay difference is caused during a period in which the 10 *e answer OAM cell fails to be received within a fixed 

STS-1 signal outputted from the STS module 34W is sepa- Period of time, each OAM cell generator 112#i retransmits 

rated into ATM cell and is inputted to the active and standby an answer request OAM cell again or transmits another 

tristate buffers 84#i, For example, when queuing of the ATM answer request OAM cell having VPI/VCI of a different 

cell is switched from the active ASF 38W to the standby route, s0 as t0 ensure exact reception of the answer OAM 

ASF 38P in response to a control signal from the CP2 44, in 1S cell with certainty. 

case the ATM cell is inputted earlier to the active ASF, the The VPI/VCI information set in the answer request OAM 

ATM cell is queued in both the active and standby ASF to cell by each OAM cell generator 112#i may be the one that 

be thereby outputted in duplication. For the purpose of renders the answer OAM cell receivable by the OAM cell 

preventing this problem, the input port of the cell cross- generator 112#i, and it is inputted from the CP1 40W for 

connector 86 is switched while being triggered by detection 20 exam pl e - a plurality of answer request OAM cells may 

of the OAM cell in the active and standby ASF 38W and be sent as well. The normal OAM cell extractor 114#i 

38P, so that the ATM cell subsequent to the OAM cell is extracts a normal OAM cell and outputs the same to the CP1 

queued in the standby ASF 38P without being queued in the 40W. Upon reception of an answer OAM cell, the cell 

active ASF 38W, hence exactly avoiding duplicate transmis- queuing controller U6#i stops, in the active ASF 38W, 

sion of the same ATM cell from the active and standby ASK 2S output of the ATM cell from the tristate buffer 84#i, or 

The cross-connector 86 refers to the VPI/VCI of the ATM permits, in the standby ASF 38P, output of the ATM cell 

cell supplied to each input port in accordance with the from the tristate buffer 84#i. 

cross-connect DB 42, and cross-connects the ATM cell to the FIG. 9 shows the layout of programs and databases in the 
buffer 88vcc#i of the VC channel corresponding to the embodiment of the present invention. The CP1 40W, 40P are 
relevant VPI/VCI. The buffers 88vcc#i are provided in 30 processors having active program (ACT PGM) areas 13 6W, 
conformity with individual VC channels, and perform sue- 136P of RAMs or the like to store programs, active database 
cessive writing of the ATM cells outputted from the cross (ACT DB) areas 138W, 138P of RAMs or the like to store 
connector 86 and also successive reading of the ATM cells databases, and boot program (BOOT PGM) areas 140W, 
in response to each command from the buffer controller 94. 140P of ROMs or the like to store boot programs. These 
Although the buffers 88vcc#i (where i=l-ml) may be pro- 35 processors control the ASF 38W, 38P, respectively. Pro- 
vided separately as shown in FIG. 7, a common rnemory is grams for controlling the ASF 38AV, 38P are stored in the 
also employable with allocation of its areas in use to the active program areas 136W, 13 6P. Cross-connect databases 
individual VC channels respectively. 42W, 42P for controlling the ASF 38 W, 38P are stored in the 

The cell mapper 90 receives ATM cells outputted from the active database areas 138W, 138P. And boot programs for 

VC channel buffers 88vcc#i (where i=l-ml) corresponding 40 starting up the programs after copying the programs and 

to the physical lines connected to the STS switch modules databases from the CP3 46 into the active program areas 

34W, 34P, and OAM cell outputted from the OAM cell unit 136W, 136P and the active database areas 138W, 138P are 

106, and signaling cell outputted from the signaling unit stored in the boot program area 140W, 140R 

108, then maps each ATM cell to the STS-1 signal, and The CP2 44 is a processor having an active program 

outputs the same to the relevant physical line connected to 45 (ACTIVE PGM) area 132 of a RAM or the like to store 

the STS switch modules 34W, 34R The UPC unit 92 counts programs, an active database (ACTIVE DB) area 133 of a 

the VC traffic by means of the counter 102 and, in accor- RAM or the like to store a database, and a boot program 

dance with the setting, drives the cell discarder 96 to execute (BOOT PGM) area 134 of a ROM or the like to store a boot 

either discard of the cell or change of the CLP (cell loss program. Programs for controlling the STS switch modules 

priority). The buffer controller 94 controls writing of ATM 50 34W, 34P or commanding manual switch of the ASF 38W, 

cells in the buffers 88vcc#i (where i=l-ml) or reading of 38P are stored in the active program area 132. Routing 

ATM cells therefrom. The rate calculator 98 collects various information for controlling cross-connection and so forth in 

statistical information. The multi-caster 100 executes a the STS switch modules 34W, 34P is stored in the active 

process of point-to-multipoint topology. The queue empty database area 133. And a boot program for starting up the 

unit 104 calculates the number of remaining queues (number 55 programs by copying the programs and database from the 

of writes minus number of reads) performed by the buffer CP3 46 into the active program area 132 and the active 

controller 94 to the buffer 88vcc#i and, after input of a database area 133 is stored in the boot program area 134. 

manual switch signal from the CP1 40, notifies the CP1 40 When necessary, the CP2 44 is formed into a double 

that the number of remaining queues is zero, i.e., none of structure of active and standby ones similarly to the CP1 

queued ATM cells is existent in the all buffers 88vcc#i 60 40W, 40P for the purpose of up-grading the STS switch 

(where i»l-ml). modules 34W, 34P and enhancing the reliability of the 

FIG. 8 is a function block diagram of the OAM unit transmitter, 

included in FIG. 7. As shown in this diagram, the OAM unit The CP3 46 is a processor having an active program (ACT 

106 comprises OAM cell generators 112#i (where i=l-rn), PGM) area 120#1 to store programs for the active CP1 40W 

normal OAM cell extractors 114#i (where i-l-m), and cell 65 and CP2 44, an active database (ACT DB) area 124#1 to 

queuing controllers 116 #i (where i=l-m), all of which are store cross-connect databases for the active CP1 40W and 

provided correspondingly to individual output signal lines of CP2 44, a standby program (STBY PGM) area 120#2 to 
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store a program for the standby CP1 40P, a standby database 
(STBY DB) area 124#2 to store a cross-connect database for 
the standby CP1 40P, an active program (ACTIVE PGM) 
area 128 to store a program for the CP3 46, and a boot 
program (BOOT PGM) area 130 to store a boot program for 5 
starting up the program. The program areas 120#1, 120#2 
and the database areas 124#1, 124#2 are stored in a magnetic 
disk. The CP3 46 further has a battery-powered clock for 
management of time. In case the CP2 44 is formed into a 
double structure, a standby program area and a standby 10 
database area are provided for a standby of the CP2 44, as 
in the aforementioned case of the standby CP1 40P. 

In running the network, the CP3 46 of one transmitter 
20#1 accommodating the main transmission line 21 in FIG. 
3 is connected to the database server 22 by means of WAN 15 
or the like. The reason for not connecting the CP3 46 of the 
all transmitters 20#2-20#4 to the database server 22 is to 
curtail the required communication cost. The CP3 46 is 
connected via an overhead communication path to the 
interface card 32#1 where the main transmission line 21 is 20 
accommodated. 

Hereinafter the operation of the transmitter in FIG. 4 will 
be described. 

(a) Operation in normal mode ^ 

FIG. 10 shows the state in a normal mode. In the normal 
mode, the STS switch modules 34W, 34P, the VT switch 
modules 36W, 36P, the ASF 38W, 38P, the CP1 40W, 40P, 
and the ATM cross-connect DB 42W, 42P are used as one for 
active and another for standby, respectively. Various input 30 
signals from external sources are terminated at the interface 
cards 32#l-32#n and then are converted into a unified 
module interface signal (e.g., STS-1 format: 50 MHz), and 
thereafter the converted signal is inputted to the STS switch 
modules 34W, 34P. In the active STS switch module 34W 35 
shown in FIG. 5, the APS SEL 50#l-50#m select, under 
control of the CP2 44, one of STS-1 signals outputted from 
the paired active and standby interface cards, and then 
output the selected signal to the drop cross-connector 54 and 
the through cross-connector 56. Meanwhile, the STS-1 4Q 
signal outputted from one interface card 32#j is inputted 
directly to the cross connectors 54, 56. 

The drop cross-connector 54 executes VT level cross 
connection or ATM cell cross connection according to the 
routing information in the cross-connect database and, after 45 
assembling an STS-1 signal by the STS MUX 58, outputs 
the STS-1 signal to the VT switch modules 36W, 36P and the 
ASF 38W, 38P. The through cross-connector 56 executes 
cross connection of any STS-1 signal other than the above, 
and then outputs the same to the 2:1 SEL 70 and the PSW 50 
60. The VT switch module 36W switches the input VT frame 
and outputs the same to the STS switch module 34W. 
Meanwhile, the APS SEL 80#l-80#m in the ASF 38W 
shown in FIG. 7 select, under control of the CP2 44, the 
STS-1 signal outputted from the active STS switch module 55 
34W and then outputs the selected signal to the cell demap- 
per 82. Subsequently the cell demapper 82 extracts the ATM 
cell mapped to the STS-1 signal and then outputs the 
extracted cell. Id the normal mode, the Instate buffer 84#i 
(where i«l-m) outputs the ATM cell under control of the 60 
cell queuing controller 116#i in the OAM unit 106. 

The cross connector 86 executes cross connection accord- 
ing to the routing information in the cross-connect database 
42W, and outputs the ATM cell to the buffer 88vcc#i of the 
channel corresponding to the VPI/VCI of the ATM cell. The 65 
buffer controller 94 instructs each buffer 88vcc#i to write or 
read the ATM cell. Thus, ATM cells of the relevant channel 



are stored successively in the buffer 88vcc#i and are queued 
therein. For example, as shown in FIG. 10, ATM cells of VC 
channels VCC#n, VCCTm, VCC#o are queued in the buffers 
88vcc#n, 88vcc#m, 88vcc#o respectively. And the ATM 
cells thus queued are read out therefrom successively. The 
cell mapper 90 maps the ATM cells of relevant channels 
(e.g., ATM cells of VC channels VCC#n, VCC#m, VCC#o) 
to the STS-1 signal, and then outputs the signal to the STS 
switch modules 34W, 34P. 

The UPC 92 counts each VC traffic by means of the 
counter 102 and, according to the setting, executes either 
discard of the cell or change of the CLP by means of the cell 
discarder 96. The rate calculator 98 collects various statis- 
tical information and then outputs the same to the CP1 40W. 
The multi-caster 100 executes a process of point- to - 
multipoint topology. In the normal mode, the normal OAM 
cell extractor 114#i (where i«l-m) detects a normal OAM 
cell and notifies the CP1 40w of the OAM information. The 
OAM cell generator 112#i (where i^l-m) converts the 
OAM information, which is obtained from the CP1 40W, 
into an OAM cell and, by controlling the buffer controller 
94, stops reading the ATM cell from the relevant buffer 
88vcc#j, and then outputs the OAM cell to the cell demapper 
90. The signaling unit 108 notifies the CP1 40W of the 
signaling information, then converting the signaling infor- 
mation obtained inversely from the CP1 40W into a signal- 
ing cell, and outputs the same to the cell demapper 90. 

The APS SEL 66#i (where i-l-m) in the STS switch 
module 34W selects, under control of the CP2 44, the STS-1 
signal outputted from the active Vr switch module 36w and 
the active ASF 38W, and then outputs the selected signal to 
the add cross-connector 68. Subsequently the add cross- 
connector 68 cross-connects the input STS-1 signal to the 
2:1 SEL 70 according to the routing information. The 2:1 
SEL 70 selects, under control of the CP2 44, the STS-1 
signal outputted from the through cross-connector 56 or the 
add cross-connector 68, and then outputs the selected signal 
to the relevant interface card 32#i (where i=l-n). Thereafter 
the interface card 32#i (where i-l-n) converts the STS-1 
signal, which is outputted from the STS switch module 34w, 
into a desired external format and then sends the converted 
signal to each transmission line. 

(b) Up-grade 

Up-grade of the system is performed by switching the 
standby ASF module 38P or by changing, for example, the 
DS1, DS3/TDM that have been in use to DS1, DS3/CR, FR 
without switching the standby ASF module 38P, and extend- 
ing the ATM cell band. In the case of switching the ASF 
module 38P, for example, a module of 2.5 GHz band is 
switched to a module of a 5 GHz band. It becomes 
necessary, with such up-grade, to change the program in the 
cross-connect DB 42P or the CP1 40P. Further with up-grade 
of the transmitter 20#1, the cross-connect DB 42P of the 
other transmitters 20#2-20#4 also need to be changed, as in 
an exemplary case where new logical connection of ATM 
cells is set. In compliance with requirements, the network 
manager up-grades the standby ASF module 38P to a new 
module (e.g., from a module of 2.5 GHz capacity to a 
module of 5 GHz capacity), and prepares a database to store 
modified routing information for the VT switch module 36P 
or the ASF switch module 38P, or prepares a modified 
program, and then stores such program in the file server 22. 

FIG. 11 is a flowchart of the operation performed in 
up-grading the network, and FIG. 12 is a sequence chart in 
up-grading the network. At step S2 in FIG. 11, the network 
manager instructs the file server 22 to switch the programs 
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and databases. Subsequently at step S4, the network man- (9) OAM cell output In response to the manual switch 

ager specifies the program/database switch start time to a command, the active CP1 40W sends OAM information 

desired hour (e.g., dawn) when the ATM communication (including VPI/VCI) to each OAM cell generator 112#i 

frequency is low. And in response to such instructions at (where i=l-m) of the ASF 38W in FIG. 7 for requesting an 

steps S2 and S4, the file server 22 executes the following s answer. The VPI/VCI relates to at least one logical connec- 

processes, as shown in FIG. 12. ^ contained in the network to which the OAM cell is 

(1) The file server 22 sends the up-graded program and outputted. 

database to the CP3 46 of the transmitter 20#1 via a J^ere may occur a situaUon where, with extension of the 

. «. , „, AK , t, ™* A£ . ATM network, an ATM line is newly set and some unused 

com mumcaUon line such as WAN. The CP3 46 receives the . • ,,. r -\ x. * i nw. . l 

, , „ . , 4 t , „ 1fl physical line for connecting STS switch module 34 W to the 

up -graded program and database, and then stores the same 10 n %• ■ i • i 

. ,f 4 A. j -i . j, j . , ASF 38P is put to use. Regarding such a physical line, none 

in the standby program area 120#2 and the standby database , _ A , , ,* . . ~ . & . . ^ . ' . 

a 124#2 res ectivel 0 15 transmitted smce no routing thereof is set m 

, . ' . the active CP1 40W and consequently no ATM cell is 

(2) The file server 22 sends the start time to the CP3 46 m ed ^ fc 0Q ^ ^ d to 

of the transmitter 20*1. Upon reception of the start time the Q kal lin a blem of out ttin ^ ccl]s m 

CP3 46 sets the reserved time in the local clock and then duplication fc never raised despite forci5ly switching the 

waits for the hour. queuing of ATM cells. The OAM cell generator 112#i 

(3) When sending the program and database to any of the instructs the buffer controller 94 to temporarily stop the 
transmitters 20#2-20#4 not connected via WAN or the like, reading from the VC channel buffers 88vcc#il-88vcc#im 
the file server 22 sends the program and database to the ^ contained in the STS-1 signal to which the output OAM cell 
interface card 32#1, which accommodates the main trans- ^ ma pped, and generates an answer request OAM cell in 
mission line 21, via an overhead communication path by accordance with the OAM information, and then outputs the 
way of the CP3 46 of the connected transmitter 20#1, then QAM cell to the cell mapper 90. This OAM cell is mapped 
sets the program and database, together with the addresses to the signal by thc ccll mapp er 90 and then is 
of the opposite transmitters 20#2-20#4, in the frames of outputted from the interface card 32#i via the STS switch 
remote control information fields of the OC-n line overhead mo dule 34W. Subsequently the OAM cell sent from the 
(LOH) and section overhead (SOH) by the interface card interface card 32#i is received by the interface card 32#n of 
32#1, and sends the data to the main transmission line 21. ^ transmitter in case the relevant terminal or ethernet is 
The transmitters 20#2-20#4 separate PATH signals from the contained, and further by the other transmitter that relays the 
line overhead (LOH) and the section overhead (SOH) then ^ OAM cell. 

transmit the data to the CP3 46 via the overhead commu- 30 (1Q) Mamial standby mode 

nication path. The CP3 46 receives, via the overhead com- nG u shows g ^ in a mamlal switch standb mode 

munication path, the program and database addressed to the fo ^ tQ ^ of ^ QAM ^ ^ releyant itT ^ { 

relevant transmitter, and then stores the received program or interface card of the transmitter or the OAM cell unit 106 

and database in the standby program area 120#2 and the 35 sends an answer OAM cell therefrom. The answer OAM cell 

standby database area 124#2, respectively. ^ ^ yU an mteractive transmission line in the reverse 

(4) The file server 22 sends the start time to each of the direction to the answer request OAM cell and then is 
transmitters 20#2-20#4 via the overhead communication received by the interface card of the transmitter 20#1 having 
path by way of the CP3 46 of the transmitter 20#1, as in (3) sent tne 0 AM cell. Subsequently the answer OAM cell is 
mentioned above. The CP3 46 sets the reserved time in the 4Q rccerved via the S TS switch module 34W by the cell queuing 
local clock and then waits for the hour. Upon arrival of the controller 116#i of the OAM unit 106 connected to the same 
reserved time, a timer interrupt is executed from the clock, signal linc ^ that of lhe 0AM ^ gener ator 112#i having 
so that the CP3 46 checks compatibility of the program and generated the answer request OAM cell of the active ASF 
database with those stored in the standby program area 38W, and by the corresponding cell queuing controller 11 6#i 
120#2 and the standby database area 124#2 on the basis of 45 of the standby ASF 38P. Upon detection of the answer OAM 
predetermined combination information. And if the compat- cel j^ tne ^ queumg controller 116#i notifies the OAM cell 
ibility is improper, the CP3 46 does not copy the program or generator 112#i and the CP1 40W on such detection and, in 
database any further. Meanwhile, if the compatibility is accordance with the active/standby state of the self-module 
proper, the CP3 46 performs continuous copying. notified from the CP1 40W, turns the output of the Instate 

(5) The CP3 46 makes a decision that the standby program 50 buffer 84#i to high impedance in the case of an active 
and database are to be copied into the standby CP1 40P and module, or starts output of the ATM cell from the Instate 
CP2 44. buffer 84#i in the case of a standby module. 

(6) The CP3 46 copies the standby program into the active Consequently, any ATM cells inputted thereafter to the 
program area 136P of the standby CP1 40P and also copies ASF 38W, 38P from the interface card 32#i having received 
the standby cross-connect database 124#2 into the active 55 the answer OAM cell are queued in the standby ASF 38P 
database area 138P while communicating with the boot instead of the active ASF 38W, and then the operation is 
program of the CP1 40P via the serial communication path. shifted to a manual switch standby mode as shown in FIG. 

(7) The CP3 46 copies the standby program into the active 13. I n this manner, queuing of ATM cells is switched in 
program area 132 of the CP2 44 and also copies the standby response to a detection of the answer OAM cell as a trigger 
cross-connect database 124#2 into the active database area 60 per physical line where the answer OAM cell is inputted, so 
133 while communicating with the boot program of the CP2 that the ATM cells are not sent in duplication despite any 
44 via the serial communication path. delay difference between inputs of the ATM cells to the ASF 

(8) The CP3 46 outputs a manual switch command to the 38W and those to 38P. A trigger for switching is not limited 
CP1 40 W, 40P and the CP2 44. In response to the manual merely to an answer OAM cell alone, and an answer request 
switch command, the CP2 44 executes active/standby switch 65 OAM cell may be used as well (e.g., in the transmitter 20#2 
with regard to the STS switch modules 34W, 34P and the VT or the like that relays an answer request OAM cell). If the 
switch modules 36w, 36P. answer OAM cell fails to be received after a lapse of a 
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predetermined time from output of an answer request OAM 
cell, the OAM cell generator 112#i sends another answer 
request OAM cell again, so as to ensure exact reception of 
the answer OAM cell and to execute proper switching. 

(11) Manual switch mode s 
FTC 14 shows a state in a manual switch mode. After the 

CP1 40W confirms reception of the answer OAM cell with 
regard to each of the all physical lines preset for routing, the 
queue empty detector 104 of the active ASF 38W counts the 
number of remaining queues (number of writes minus 10 
number of reads) performed by the buffer controller 94 to the 
buffers 88vcc#l-88vcc#ml, and then informs the active 
CP1 40W when the number of remaining queues in the all 
buffers 88vcc#l-S8vcc#ml becomes zero. Subsequently the 
active CP1 40W informs the CP2 44 that none of the queued ^ 
cells is existent, and the operation is shifted to a manual 
switch mode as shown in FIG. 14. 

(12) Manual switch completion mode 

FIG. 15 shows a state in a manual switch completion 
mode. Upon shift to a manual switch mode, the CP2 44 
instructs the CP1 40W and CP1 40P to execute active/ 
standby switch. In the CP1 40W, the active processor is 
switched to the standby one, while in the CP1 40P, with 
regard to the physical line to be newly used after being set 
for ATM routing, the cell queuing controller 116#i corre- ^ 
sponding to the relevant physical line is instructed to output 
the ATM celt from the Instate buffer 84#i, and the standby 
processor is switched to the active one. Further the CP2 44 
outputs a select signal for switching inputs to the APS SEL 
66#i (where i=l-m) of the STS switch modules 34W, 34P. 3Q 
As shown in FIG. 15, the STS-1 signal obtained from the 
former standby ASF 38P is selected by the STS switch 
modules 34W, 34P and then is outputted from the interface 
card 32#i (where i-l-n), whereby the operation is shifted to 
a manual switch completion mode. 35 

In this case, out of the all ATM cells queued in the former 
active ASF 38W, loss cells discarded without being received 
by the STS switch modules 34W, 34P are only those not 
received by the STS switch module 34W before being 
switched by the APS SEL 66#i of the STS switch modules 40 
34W, 34P, and thus it becomes possible to minimize the loss 
cells. However, the CP2 44 outputs a select signal for 
switching subsequently for a lapse of the time required for 
the STS-1 signal to arrive at the STS switch module 34W 
from the ASF 38W after the CP1 40W informs that none of 45 
queued cells is existent, thereby eliminating the loss cell. 

(13) The CP3 46 copies the program and the database 
from the standby program area 120#2 and the standby 
database area 124#2 respectively into the active program 
area 136P and the active database area 138P of the CP1 40P 50 
that has been shifted from active to standby. In the CP3 46, 

it is not supposed that active/standby switch is completed. 

(14) The CP3 46 in the transmitter 20#1 notifies the file 
server 22 on the switching result. The CP3 46 in each of the 
transmitters 20#2-20#4 notifies the file server 22 of the 5S 
switching result via the overhead communication path, the 
main transmission line 21 and the CP3 46 in the transmitter 
20#1. Then the file server 22 displays the switching result on 

an unshown display device or the like, thereby enabling the 
network manager to confirm the switching result. The fol- 60 
lowing are exemplary cases that represent the results of such 
switching for upgrade in the transmitters 20#l-20#4. 
(Case 1) Switching in the all transmitters 2O#l-20#4 has 

been properly finished. 
(Case 2) Switching in one transmitter 20#i has been 65 
improperly finished due to abnormal down-loading or 
the like of some program or database. 



(Case 3) The switching result fails to be received by the 
file server 22 for the reason that, due to some commu- 
nication trouble or apparatus fault, the switching result 
in one transmitter 2<J#i cannot be notified to the file 
server 22. 

In any of the above cases, compatibility is generally 
secured between new and old versions of programs or 
databases, so that even if new and old programs or databases 
are coexistent in the transmitters 20#1-2G#4 constituting a 
network, there arises no problem in running the network, 
therefore it seems to eliminate the necessity of the following 
processes. However, there may occur an occasion where 
management is complicated by the coexistence of new and 
old versions or, depending on the running situation, such 
coexistence of new and old versions is not permissible. In 
such a case, the transmitter 20#i shifted to the new version 
is returned to the old version by executing the following 
process. At step S6 in FIG. 11, the file server 22 checks if the 
all transmitters 20#l-20#4 have already notified proper 
finish or not. And if the result of this check is affirmative to 
signify notice of the proper finish, the operation proceeds to 
step S8 for instructing the CP3 46 to settle the new version. 
Meanwhile, if the result of the above check is negative, the 
operation proceeds to step S10. 

At step S10, a check is executed as to whether the notices 
have already been received or not from the all transmitters 
20#l-20#4. And in case the result of this check signifies 
that, although the notices were received from the all trans- 
mitters 20#l-20#4, one transmitter 20#i was not upgraded 
normally, then the operation proceeds to step S14 for using 
the other transmitter 20#j, which has already been shifted to 
the new version, as a fallback to the old version. Meanwhile, 
if the result of the above check is negative, the operation 
proceeds to step S12. Subsequently at step S12, another 
check is executed as to whether a predetermined time has 
elapsed or not from the reserved time. And if the result of 
this check is negative to signify no elapse of the predeter- 
mined time, the operation returns to step S6. Meanwhile, if 
the result of the above check is affirmative to signify an 
elapse of the predetermined time, it is judged to be derived 
from a fault in some communication line or apparatus 
relative to the transmitter 20#i whose notice has failed to 
arrive at the file server 22, so that the operation proceeds to 
step S16 for using the all transmitters 20#l-20#4 as self 
fallbacks to the old version. 

FIG. 16 is a sequence chart showing instructions for 
settlement and fallback. 

(a) In Case 1: 

At step S8, since normal results have been obtained from 
the all transmitters 20#l-20#4, the file server 22 instructs 
the all transmitters 20#l-20#4 to settle the new-version 
programs and databases. Then the CP3 46 in each of the 
transmitters 20#l-20#4 sets the new-version programs and 
databases in the CP2 44 and the CP1 40w as active programs 
and active databases while setting the old programs and 
databases of the preceding generation as standby programs 
and standby databases respectively. 

(b) In Case 2: 

At step S14, as one transmitter 20#i has been finished 
abnormally, the file server 22 instructs the transmitter 20#j, 
which has been switched to the new version, to fall back to 
the old version. 

(15) The CP3 46 judges to copy the active program and 
database into the CP1 38P and CP2 44. 

(16) The CP3 46 copies the program and database of the 
active program area 120#1 and active database area 124#1 
for the CP1 40Pinto the active program area 136P and active 
database area 138P of the CP1 40P, respectively. 
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(17) The CP3 46 copies the program and database of the 
active program area 120#1 and active database area 124#1 
for the CP2 44 into the active program area 132 and active 
database area 133 of the CP2 44, respectively. 

(18) The active/standby switching is executed in the same s 
manner as in (8)-{12) mentioned above. 

(19) Copying is executed in the same manner as in (13). 

(20) Similarly to the above, the CP3 46 notifies the file 
server 22 on completion of the switching. 

(c) In Case 3: 10 
FIG. 17 is a sequence chart of self-fallback. At step S16, 
the transmitters 20#l-20#n receive no instruction for fall- 
back or settlement from the file server 22 even after a lapse 
of the predetermined time, so that it is regarded as validation 
time-out, and the aforementioned self-fallback in (15)-(20) is 
is executed also in (21)-(26) of FIG. 17. According to the 
present invention, as described hereinabove, there can be 
provided an improved cell switch module where the AIM 
cell band is freely changeable. And at the active/standby 
switching time for up-grading the network, the loss of the 20 
cells switched in the active cell switch module can be 
minimized. Further at the active/standby switching time for 
up-grading the network, it is possible to avoid a trouble that 
the same cells are switched and stored in duplication in the 
active and standby modules. In addition, up-grade of the 25 
network can be performed from a file server in a remote site 
to consequently simplify the up-grading operation with 
another advantage of reducing the communication cost. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A cell switch module having a unit cell switching 30 
function, comprising: 

a plurality of input ports for inputting cells thereto respec- 
tively; 

a plurality of output ports for outputting cells therefrom 
respectively; and 35 

cell switching control means placeable in either an active 
state or a standby state and executing control in such a 
manner that, in response to an active/standby switching 
instruction, a decision is made as to whether each cell 4Q 
obtained from the relevant input port is a specific first 
cell or not, and if the cell is said first cell in the active 
state, any subsequent cell obtained thereafter from the 
input port is not switched, but if the cell is said first cell 
in the standby state, any subsequent cell inputted there- 45 
after is switched. 

2. A cell switch module having a unit cell switching 
function, comprising: 

a buffer memory for storing the switched cells; 
a plurality of input ports for inputting cells thereto respec- 50 
tively; 
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a plurality of output ports for outputting cells therefrom 
respectively; 

cell cross-connect means for routing the cells received 
from the input ports, then writing the cells successively 
in the relevant buffer memory; 

cell switching control means placeable in either an active 
state or a standby state, and controlling the switching in 
such a manner that, in response to an active/standby 
switching instruction, a decision is made as to whether 
each cell obtained from the relevant input port is a 
specific first cell or not, and if the cell is said first cell 
in the active state, any subsequent cell obtained there- 
after from the input port is not switched by said cell 
cross-connect means, but if the cell is said first cell in 
the standby state, any subsequent cell inputted there- 
after is switched by said cell cross-connect means; 

cell reading control means placeable in either the active 
state or the standby state, and serving, in the active 
state, to successively read the cells written in said 
buffer memory; and 

queue empty detection means placeable in either the 
active state or the standby state, and serving, in the 
active state, to detect whether the all cells written in 
said buffer memory have been completely read out 
therefrom. 

3. The cell switch module according to claim 2, further 
comprising: 

specific cell generation means for generating an answer- 
request specific second cell per output port; and 

multiplex means placeable in either the active state or the 
standby state, and serving, in the active state, to mul- 
tiplex into a predetermined format the cell read out 
from said buffer memory corresponding to the relevant 
output port and said second cell generated for the 
output port, and sending the multiplexed cells to the 
output port. 

4. The cell switch module according to claim 3, further 
comprising a plurality of tristate buffers provided between 
the input ports and the cross-connect means, wherein, in 
response to detection of said first cell, said cell switching 
control means shifts state of said tristate buffer provided 
between the first-cell received input port and the cross- 
connect means. 

5. The cell switch module according to claim 3, wherein, 
if an answer cell replying to said second cell fails to be 
received within a fixed time, said specific cell generation 
means sends said second cell again. 
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